192      THE WELL OF SAINT CLARE
and God Himself distils His sweetness within them like honey in the hollow of the oaks.
" And we must be the oak-tree full of honey and dew. Humble, ignorant and simple folks, these have knowledge of God ; and by them shall God's kingdom be stablished on earth. Salvation is not in the strength of laws nor in the multitude of soldiers ; it is in poverty and humbleness of spirit.
cc Say not, c Goodness is in me, and I teach goodness.' Rather say, c Goodness is in God on high.' Over long have men hardened their hearts in their own wisdom. Over long have they set up the Lion and the She-Wolf above the Gates of their Cities. Their wisdom and their prudence have brought about slavery and wars and the shedding of much innocent blood. Wherefore you should put your guidance in God's hand, as the blind man trusts himself to his dog's guidance. Fear not to shut the eyes of your spirit and have done with Reason, for has not Reason made you unhappy and wicked ? By Reason have you grown like the man who, having guessed the secrets of the Beast crouching in the cavern, waxed proud of his knowingness, and deeming himself wiser than his fellows, slew his father and wedded his mother.
cc God was not with him ; but He is with the